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Il political parties in Sri Lanka are emphasizing the
need to establish a positive and responsible political
culture.

At the same time, the future of the country will improve
with governance based on a clear vision. It is crucial for
every political party seeking power to clearly present their
fundamental policies to the nation. This allows the public to
gain a genuine understanding of the country’s future direction.
It will also confirm the consensus reached with the public
regarding a new government.

Especially in light of the significant economic and social
crisis the country is currently facing, it is essential for every
political party aspiring to govern to clearly outline their plans
for overcoming the crisis and shaping the country’s future.
Despite differences in political philosophies, each party must
explain how they intend to address the nation's common
challenges in line with their own vision. This clarity will enable
the public to make informed decisions and wisely exercise their
sovereign power to entrust governance to the political party of
their choice.

As the National Movement for Social Justice, we present
this questionnaire to all political parties in the country with
this expectation in mind. We extend our gratitude to all the
scholars who contributed intellectually to the preparation of
this questionnaire. We also respectfully anticipate that all
political parties will respond positively and confirm their social
responsibility.

Karu Jayasuriya
Chairman
National Movement for Social Justice
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Ol

lllustrative summary of
elements that should
be included in election
manifestos

he country is still in the grip of an

unprecedented crisis that started in
2020. The living standards of much of the
population have deteriorated. The full
effects of the damage done to the hopes and
aspirations of the youth are yet to be seen.
To prevent arecurrence, all political parties
and voters must act with responsibility.
The good of the country must be given
precedence over the good of the party. It is
necessary to build agreement around a set
of stable, common policies that can take
the economy out of crisis and generate
sustainable growth. At minimum, parties
must desist from promising policy changes
that deviate from national policies and
from making spending proposals without
corresponding revenue proposals.



This summary introduction presents a few key illustrative
questions. A more detailed set of questions follows.

Governance

Does your party/alliance intend to abolish the executive
presidency? By when?

How do you intend to remedy the shortcomings of the
current proportional electoral system?

Do you intend to implement the 13th Amendment fully?

Economy

How will you increase government revenues and/or
reduce government expenditures? What is your stance
on maintaining a primary balance?

How do you intend to build a productive economy that is
centered on greater exports of goods and services?

How do you propose to attract export generating foreign
investment as countries like Viet Nam have done?

What actions will you take to address the problems
of an excessive work force in the state sector and the
proliferation of state enterprises?

What are your proposals to create a dynamic energy
sector?

What actions are proposed to improve public transport?

Law and order

How do you intend to make the administration of justice
more efficient?

What is your position on creating an independent office
for prosecution?

Foreign policy

28

How do you plan to manage the rivalry between China
and the USA and tensions between China and India?




Defence policy

« How will you refocus defence expenditures in a more
productive manner? Where will expenditure be reduced?
Where increased?

Education

o What actions do you propose to inculcate critical
thinking and creative thinking in our school education?

o What actions are proposed to address problems to the
building of a Sri Lanka identity because of segregation of
schools by gender, nationality, religion, etc.?

Health

« How do you propose to address the problem of the free
healthcare system not being fully free even for the needy.

Environment

« What actions do you propose to increase forest cover
which has dwindled over the years to 24% of the land
area?

Media

o What actions will you take to ensure the operation of
state media in an unbiased manner and more responsible
behaviour by private electronic media which use
frequencies?

Social behaviour

o What is proposed regarding legislation curbing hate
speech?
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Issues to be addressed in
election manifestos for
the upcoming Presidential
Election in detail

Governance

Sri Lanka has experienced the ill effects of concentrating
power in a single individual many times.

1.1.1 What system for balancing executive and
legislative power do you propose?

1.1.2 Doyouintend to abolish the executive presidency
and if so, by when?

It has been documented that fiscal management is better
with a dedicated Minister of Finance.

1.2.1  Areyouopen to a Constitutional or other rule that
precludes the President/Prime Minister holding
the finance portfolio?

The proportional representation system led to higher
representation of minority groups of various forms.
However, it made it difficult for someone who lacks
resources to get elected; it created conditions conducive
to corruption.
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1.3.1 How do you propose to preserve the merits
of proportional representation and having
a representative directly accountable to a
demarcated electorate, or do you have an
alternative?

Concerns have been expressed about expatriate workers
who support the economy being unable to vote.

1.4.1  What is your position on remote/advance voting
for persons who are away from the place they
are registered to vote within the country (e.g.,
security workers) or outside (e.g., working abroad
temporarily or long term)?

Women are 52 percent of the population, but lack
representation in decision-making bodies. It is also

felt that youth are not adequately represented in the
legislature and an amendment was approved to the Local
Authorities Elections Act in 2023, mandating that 25
percent of nominations must be reserved for youth.

1.5.1 What is your position on quotas for nominations
to Parliament and/or other elected bodies?

1.5.2 Doyousupport quotas for women and/or youth in
decision-making committees in political parties?

1.5.3 What is your position on mandatory women'’s
representation on the boards of registered
companies and trade unions?

1.5.4 Do you have an alternative way to increase
representation (iwithout a quota)?

Tension between the majority Sinhalese and other
ethnicities concentrated in the North and East has been
a perennial problem since before independence. Tamil
parties have been asking for a form of self-government.
The Provincial Councils solution has made no one happy.
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1.6.1 Do you believe in decentralizing power and to
what extent? The key issues are finance, land,
police powers and the Governor’s control over
provincial legislation and PC officials.

1.6.2  Will you implement the 13th amendment as it is?

1.6.3  Should there be a second chamber at the centre
to coordinate relations with the PCs?

Parliament’s oversight functions have been strengthened
after 2022 through the reactivation of committees and
the creation of a Parliamentary Budget Office by law. But
more needs to be done.

1.7.1 Are you committed to strengthen the
Parliamentary Budget Office?

1.7.2  Should its evaluation function be further
strengthened?

Jana Sabha (up to 25 persons from among those in

the GN division) at the level of GN divisions have been
proposed to broaden citizen participation in response to
demands emanating from the Aragalaya.

1.8.1  What is your position on Jana Sabha?

Political leadership and political interference are two
sides of the same coin. While one is required to deliver
what was promised to the people, the other leads to
corruption, favoritism and nepotism.

1.9.1 Is the recently enacted legislation (e.g., Anti-
Corruption Act) adequate? If not, what are your
legislative priorities?

1.9.2  Are you willing to provide adequate resources for
CIABOC to develop the online asset declaration
system and obtain the services of expert
consultants?

193 °?
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1.10 Increased digitalization and reduction of face-to-face
interaction would minimize opportunities for corruption.

1.10.1 Areyou willing to make the necessary investments
to integrate databases within government?

1.10.2 Is providing online access to all government
services including e-tendering a priority

2.0 Economy

2.1 0 Once debt restructuring is completed, Sri Lanka will have
to start repaying its debts. Some political parties are
criticizing the agreements that have been reached with
the IMF and indicating that renegotiation is necessary.

2.1.1  If your party intends to renegotiate, what will be
the areas of, and extent of, renegotiation?

2.1.2  How will you increase government revenues and/
or reduce government expenditures? What is
your stance on maintaining a primary balance?

2.1.3  What additional major expenditures would you
incur and how would you raise revenue for those?

2.2 0 Amidst the crisis, the social safety net has been radically
changed, with time-limited eligibility based on a
deprivation score made up of 22 elements introduced.
The Samurdhi Department is no longer involved in
making the payments.

2.2.1  What is your stance on the continued existence
of the Samurdhi Department? If it is continued,
what should its role be?

2.2.2  What will you do to ensure that the number
of beneficiaries will decrease as the economy
improves?

2.2.3  Any additional action you expect to take?
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2.4.0
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In the context of the government’s restricted ability to
borrow, hard decisions must be taken on government
revenues. The tax cuts of 2019 triggered the crisis. The
current government has agreed to raise tax revenues
from the current levels below 9.5 percent to 14 percent.

2.3.1 How do you intend to increase tax revenues?

2.3.2  What is your position on the highest tax rate
(36%) for personal income tax?

2.3.3  What is the ratio between indirect and direct
tax revenues (currently 34:64) that you wish to
achieve? What actions will you take to achieve
that ratio?

2.3.4  What,ifany, newtaxesdoyouintendtointroduce?

2.3.5 What actions will you take to improve the
performance of the Inland Revenue Department?

A policy has been adopted on SOEs and action is
underway to privatize a subset, to place another subset
under a holding company, etc. The agreement with the
IMF limits the use of treasury guarantees to provide
investment and working capital to SOEs.

2.4.1 Do you intend to continue the restructuring?
2.4.2  Ifnot, what are your plans for the large number of
sub-optimally performing SOEs?

Many political parties talk about an export-oriented
production economy. They also state that Sri Lanka is
endowed with many natural resources that have not
been productively tapped. However, to build a production
economy a country must gain access to global supply
chains, investments and technology.

2.5.1 Will you promote free trade agreements with
relevant countries?
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2.5.2

2.5.3

254

2.55

2.5.6

Will you continue the process of reducing para
tariffs that harm participation in global value
chains?

Will you give priority to specialized investment
zones that will address problems of land, waste
disposal, etc.?

Will you consider removing current barriers for
investments, both foreign and local, and if so in
which areas and in which way?

Getting land for agriculture or manufacturing has
been a major problem for investors. How do you
plan to address this problem?

What areas of the economy, in particular natural
resources, will be reserved for domestic investors/
future generations?

Sri Lanka has a National Physical Plan with legal force
and a responsible department. Yet, public and private
investments take place without any reference to the NPP.

2.6.1

What is your position on the National Physical
Plan? Will you make all major investments comply
with the Plan?

2.7 0 The crisis has highlighted the important contributions
made to the Sri Lankan economy by expatriate workers.

271

What are your plans to improve their situation?
Examples are insurance cover while abroad and
measures to productively reintegrate them into
the economy on their return.

2.8 0 Around 30% of the workforce engage in agriculture
producing only 7.2% of the GDP and most of the farmers
are poor. Reasons are said to be small land size, low
investment and minimal technology use.
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2.10

2.8.1

2.8.2

2.8.3

2.8.4

What plans do you have for increasing investment
in agriculture? Are you open to foreign
investment?

Will you relax the current restrictions on
commercial crops in paddy land?

What is your solution to the problem of wages
in the tea sector that keep workers under the
poverty line?

Any other actions that you intend to take to
improve agriculture productivity and standard of
living in the communities engaged in agriculture?

The IT & ITES sectors have been identified as having the
potential to improve the economy. The essential input is
skilled personnel competent in IT and English.

291

2.9.2

2.9.3

What are your plans to ensure an adequate supply
of competent personnel?

Are you open to foreign personnel being recruited
for specific tasks?

What other actions do you intend to take to
facilitate the sector?

It is said that 70% of the exports come from foreign
investment in Vietnam. Unlike countries like Vietnam,
Sri Lanka has failed to attract enough FDI (foreign direct
investment). Red tape, corruption and the attitudes of
the workforce have been cited as causes.

2.10.1
2.10.2

2.10.3

How will you relax red tape?

What are the ways of reducing corruption by
strengthening the judicial system?

How can the attitudes of the workforce be
improved in the short run?
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2.12

2.13

2.14
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It has been posited that greater connectivity with the
dynamic southern region of India has great potential to
advance Sri Lanka’s prosperity.

2.11.1 What is your position on improving transport and
energy connectivity with India (and thereby with
other countries)?

2.11.2 What safeguards do you plan to set in place to
ensure adequate border controls?

Sri Lanka has a disproportionately high number of
employees in the public sector compared to other
countries and also many loss-making state-owned
enterprises.

2.12.1 What policies will your party adopt to address
this issue?

2.12.2 Do you plan to introduce a VRS scheme to reduce
excess employees?

It has been suggested that import restrictions must be re-
imposed to protect local industries and local agriculture.
However, there is a view that such restrictions will
weaken export-oriented industries and harm the tourist
industry.

2.13.1 Do you intend to impose restrictions? On what?

For a vibrant economy the energy sector must be
efficient, reliable and should provide value for money.
Reducing over-reliance on fossil fuel and absorbing more
renewable energy requires investment in transmission
and in energy storage.

2.14.1 What reforms will you implement to create a
dynamic energy sector?

2.14.2 What are your plans on promoting investment in
renewable energy and in transmission?




2.15 Public transport is a mess. Much time is wasted while
commuting. Though there are excess buses commuters
suffer. Lack of reliability or comfort causes many to use
their own vehicles, cab services and three wheelers.

2.15.1 What are your plans for bus transport? For
railways? Other modes?

3.0 Law and Order

3.1 Many political parties have emphasized the importance
of law and order.

3.1.1 What system changes (redefining roles,
redesigning institutions, implementing new
mechanisms, new institutions) do you propose

3.1.2 What actions do you plan to take to improve the
efficiency of the courts?

3.1.3  Will you take away the public prosecution role
from the Attorney General and if so who should
be entrusted with the responsibility?

3.2 Many leaders and most of the public believe that severe
punishment including the death penalty would be the
best way to reduce crime.

3.2.1  Will you reimpose the death penalty?
3.2.2 How do you propose to combat crime?

4.0 Foreign Policy

4.1 Srilanka has adopted a non-aligned foreign policy since
independence. It is easy to say that this policy will be
continued. However, it would be very difficult to be non-
aligned in light of rivalry between China and the USA and
tensions between China and India.

4.1.1 How do you plan to manage this situation?
4.1.2 How do you plan to respond to undue requests
from powerful countries?
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4.1.3  Will you take steps to ratify/accept international
treaties on human rights? If not, what are the
treaties you will not accept or ratify?

5.0 Defense Policy

51

Defense expenditures were not reduced after the war
and continued to be among the highest allocations in the
budget. In comparison to other countries and relative to
the size of the country, our defense costs and personnel
strength are high.

5.1.1  Will you reduce defense expenditure? If so, how?
5.1.2 Do you have suggestions to redirect funding to
specific areas?

6.0 Education

6.1

6.2

6.3
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Sri Lankan education lacks two main ingredients — critical
thinking and creative thinking.

6.1.1 What policies would you adopt to inculcate the
two?

We have segregated schools by gender, nationality,
religion, etc. This has prevented the building a Sri Lankan
identity and we have had many unpleasant outcomes
including crisis and war.

6.2.1  What will you do about reducing segregation?
6.2.3 How do you implement it?

Private education is thriving amid free education.
However, there are concerns about the standards of
private and free education.

6.3.1 What changes would you bring about to ensure
a workforce that can meet the demands of the
economy?




6.4.

6.5

6.3.2 What is the appropriate budgetary allocation
for education? How do you plan to raise the
additional revenue, if needed?

6.3.3 Will you allow regulated private university
education and by that means allocate more funds
to school education?

6.3.4. Do you planto improve the facilities of all primary
schools so that parents can send their children
to the nearest school and abolish the primary
classes of popular schools?

6.3.5 The initiative to provide tabs to the students
instead of textbooks died because of the previous
President’s opposition. What is your policy?

Our education is oriented towards engineering and
medicine, with even AL classes named accordingly.
Advanced Level exam papers are set by university
teachers to suit their requirements. Students are not
directed to become technicians, entrepreneurs, or
other professionals outside the standard main stream
vocations.

6.4.1 What are your plans to change primary and
secondary education to address the above
problem?

In 2022, only 8.5% of those in the 19-24 cohort received
free higher education.

6.5.1 Do you believe this is the right percentage?
6.5.2 If not, what remedial action do you propose?

7.0 Health

7.1

Free healthcare is a declared objective which has not
been fully met. On occasion lab tests and medicines must
be purchased from outside. While the free healthcare
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system is available for all (including those who can afford
to pay) it is not fully free even for the needy.

7.1.1 How do you propose to address this problem?

7.2 Abuse of intoxicants is a major contributor to
deterioration of health. lllicit liquor gives rise to
more serious consequences than licensed liquor.
However, due to higher taxes many are choose
illicit options, including drugs. Except for two
occasions where taxes were reduced governments
have kept on increasing taxes.

7.2.1 How do you plan to address this issue?

8.0 Environment

8.1

Our forest cover dwindled over the years. Without
encouraging people living in remote villages to come to
developed areas, leaving the forest to the animals our
policy had been to develop even the remotest parts at a
huge cost.

8.1.1 What would you do to increase the forest cover,
which will require many eco-friendly actions?

8.1.2 How are you going to provide services to people
in remote places?

9.0 Media

9.1

42

Media constitute the fourth pillar of democracy.
Therefore, it is the responsibility of the media to be
unbiased. State media are criticized for being biased. It is
alleged that private media which obtained their licenses
by devious means act in a partisan manner with no
respect for media ethics.

9.1.1  Whatactions will you take to ensure the operation
of state media in an unbiased manner?
9.1.2  What is your policy on the use of frequencies?




9.2 Media is responsible for spreading the views
of various bogus and treacherous people who
spread myths to earn a fast buck.

9.2.1 What action will you take to prevent such acts?

10. Social behaviour

10.1 Hate speech that leads to social unrest is an issue. But
in the name of resolving this issue the government has
resorted to action that amounts to curtailing expression.

10.1.1 How do you propose to deal with the issue?

10.2 The LGBTQ+ community have unresolved issues
which many other countries have addressed.

10.2.2 What is going to be your policy?

10.2.3 Will you amend article 365 of the penal code?

Concluding remarks

Inshort, parties should make proper
manifestos which should be studied
by voters who should base their voting
behaviour on what is stated. All spending
proposals should be accompanied by
proposals on how the money will be
found.
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STSHBLILILB6T6T 6TloHl BHILIg60 Q6D HTHSULLTSH L6V
FlbHELHET 2 6IT6NT6I.

10.2.1 @5 OFHTLILI0 o mise GCsmeTend eleiien?

10.2.2 @mpaluied BoL(PBF FLLSHar 36565 Lfleneud
B ssielysonn?

CR DL

SIrdlwed &L Faeflesn BaxizHe0
alleh@hHTUGIRIBET  (LPeHBWLITS  SHWMFlSLILIL
Gouawi(Bd  GTRILIGHIL &1,  DleUBenB  LDSHEH6I
Fflwns aundeHa alenmis Ceuam(Bd. CFsveld
FHL RIS EHHSHTEL, DlUBBIGEG 6T6UITHI
pFHwelssliuBnd  aaumSUDd  GBIULIL
Bouemi(BLd.




